
City of Battlefield 

Board of Aldermen 

Regular Session Minutes 

February 7, 2012 

 

City of Battlefield 
Board of Aldermen 
Regular Session Minutes 
February 7, 2012 

1 
 

Item 1 Call to order 

Mayor Kruse called the meeting to order at 7:05 p.m. in Battlefield City Hall.  The following Board 
members were present:  Stephen Esterline, Shawn Billings, Carolyn Poole, and Scott Anderson.   Alderman 
Mike Goldenberg and Debra Hickey were absent for the vote.   
 

Item 2 Ceremonial Matters 

The invocation was led by Mayor Aaron Kruse.  Alderman Esterline led the pledge of allegiance.   
 

Item 3 Announcements 

Mayor Kruse mentioned Alderman Goldenberg was sick and Alderman Hickey was at the hospital and any 
updates on Ms. Hickey, he would forward to the Board.  City Administrator Rick Hess mentioned the 
Cherokee Trail of Tears Dedication of Trail Markers across Greene County was set for March 31st but this 
date has been moved to the 7th of April at the Strafford Sports Complex at 10 a.m. where it will begin and it 
will end at the Battlefield City Hall at our Cherokee Trail of Tears Park where there will be refreshments 
after the dedication. 

 

Item 4 Mayor Updates 

Mayor Kruse mentioned he had attended a Leadership Development Class in Columbia, MO in January and 
would be also be attending classes in February and March as well. Mayor Kruse noted he will be working 
on improving communication and he has changed his schedule to make Thursday mornings available to 
City staff and set up regular meetings with the City Administrator, Police Chief and City Clerk.  Mayor 
Kruse mentioned his recent attendance at the Executive Board meeting for the Ozark Transportation 
Organization. 
 

Item 5 City Administrator Updates 

City Administrator Rick Hess noted he did not have to attend a meeting in Jefferson City regarding the MS4 
project and he would be going to the Missouri Municipal League Legislative Conference next week.  Mr. 
Hess noted the TIF commission met last Thursday on the 2nd of February and approved the resolution so, 
this information could be forwarded to the Board of Aldermen to approve in the form of an ordinance for 
the third revision to the TIF plan for the Wilson’s Creek Marketplace.  Mr. Hess noted there were no major 
changes but the Anchor had changed and it was not Price Cutter but would rather be Menard’s who will 
need about 100,000 cubic yards of fill to build a pad for construction and it will take about 6-8 weeks to 
complete, so the store could be open by February of next year.  Mr. Hess noted that Menard’s is similar to a 
Home Depot or a Lowe’s but also sells grocery, pet supplies and other retail items.  Mr. Hess explained the 
sidewalk project along Elm and Cloverdale which was funded through MoDOT was completed and 
inspections took place this past Monday.  Mayor Kruse asked Mr. Hess about feedback on the new 
sidewalks.  Mr. Hess replied that he had received positive feedback. Mr. Hess referenced the letter provided 
by City Attorney Jim Kelly with regard to the future development of FF Highway and the fact that based on 
the economy it might take 10-20 years before this occurs, so the City will need to inform any potential 
developers both verbally and in writing of the potential right-of-way that will be needed through the 
widening of the Highway.  Mr. Hess referenced the City Codes regarding Committees, and Boards, and 
Commissions and who would have to be a resident of the City and noted the Economic Development 
Committee, Parks Advisory Board and the TIF Commission, which do not have to be residents to serve, so 
he would like the Board to consider an amendment to the current ordinances.  Mr. Hess noted he would 
make a suggestion to use the urban service area as a boundary for this proposed ordinance.  Mr. Hess 
commented the Comprehensive Plan is out of date and was last adopted in 2002, and it would be a good 
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idea to update the plan.  Mr. Hess noted the General Fund was up 21% over 2011 figures and the 
Transportation Fund was up by 29% over last year.   

 

Item 6 Police Chief Updates 

Police Chief Vallely noted every three years the City has to update the state license which was done in 
January.  Chief Vallely stated he was working on do a regional training to hold here at the Community 
Center for a legal update with the prosecutor’s office and get all the small towns together.  Chief Vallely 
stated he provided an annual report to the Board to review and that Monday and Friday were the highest 
calls for service.  Chief Vallely stated he met with the City Administrator and the Fire Chief to discuss the 
next 4th of July event to make the event go smoother. 

 

Item 7 Adoption and Approval of Consent Agenda 

Motion was made by Alderman Billings to adopt and approve the consent agenda including items a-e: 
January 17, 2011 regular session minutes; Bills paid in the amount of $17,209.68; Bills to approve in the 
amount of $147,474.79; Committee and employee reports; July 2011 – December 2011 summary of 
financials.  Motion was seconded by Alderman Esterline.  A roll call vote was taken and the vote was 4 
ayes-Stephen Esterline aye, Shawn Billings aye, Carolyn Poole aye, and Scott Anderson aye.  0 Nays.  
Alderman Goldenberg and Hickey were absent for the vote.  Motion approved. 
 

Item 8 Public Input a-Dave Lanham-3730 W. Elm, Battlefield, MO  65619, spoke to the Board of 
Aldermen regarding the Sales Tax Issue to be placed on the April Ballot for the Police Department.  Mr. 
Lanham provided a handout of statics from the internet to the Board of Aldermen and stated he did not feel 
there was a need for the tax increase.  Mr. Lanham noted he had lived in Battlefield a little over two years.  
Mr. Lanham felt the driving force to seek such an increase was the safety needs of the citizens and based on 
the statics he had found he did not see the need based on the state of the economy.  Mr. Lanham explained 
he did not represent a group, but he may actively campaign against the measure.  Mayor Kruse thanked Mr. 
Lanham for his input. 

 

Item 9 Unfinished Business 

None. 
 

Item 10 a Discussion and Possible Vote to Approve Vote to Approve Bill #12-01, An Ordinance 

Amending Section 400.720 Of The Code Of Ordinances By Adding The Definitions Of Commercial 

Overlay District And Monument Sign Thereto; And Amending Section 400.730 By Adding 

Subparagraphs E And F Thereto Relating To Snipe Signs And Signs In Public Rights-Of-Way; And 

Amending The “General Provisions” And Title Of Section 400.760 By Excluding Signs Located 

Within A Sign Overlay District From The Provisions Thereof; And By Enacting A New Section 

400.755 Relating To The Establishment Of A Sign Overlay District And Setting Forth The 

Regulations And Requirements Relating Thereto. 

Motion was made by Alderman Billings to have the first reading of Bill #12-01 by title only.  The motion 
was seconded by Alderman Anderson.  A roll call vote was taken and the vote was 4 Ayes-Scott Anderson 
aye, Carolyn Poole aye, Shawn Billings aye, and Stephen Esterline aye.  0 Nays.  Aldermen Goldenberg 
and Hickey were absent for the vote.  Motion approved. The bill was read by title only for the first time by 
City Clerk Beth Anne West.  Motion was made by Alderman Billings to approve the first reading of Bill 
#12-01 by title only. The motion was seconded by Alderman Anderson. A roll call vote was taken and the 
vote was 4 Ayes-Stephen Esterline aye, Shawn Billings aye, Carolyn Poole aye, and Scott Anderson aye.  0 
Nays.  Aldermen Goldenberg and Hickey were absent for the vote.  Motion approved.  Motion was made by 
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Alderman Billings to have the second reading of Bill #12-01 by title only.  The motion was seconded by 
Alderman Poole.  A roll call vote was taken and the vote was 4 Ayes-Scott Anderson aye, Carolyn Poole 
aye, Shawn Billings aye, and Stephen Esterline aye. 0 Nays.  Aldermen Goldenberg and Hickey were 
absent for the vote.  Motion approved. The bill was read by title only for the second time by City Clerk Beth 
Anne West.  Motion was made by Alderman Billings to approve the second reading of Bill #12-01 by title 
only.  The motion was seconded by Alderman Poole.  A roll call vote was taken and the vote was 4 Ayes-
Scott Anderson aye, Carolyn Poole aye, Shawn Billings aye, and Stephen Esterline aye.  0 Nays.  Aldermen 
Goldenberg and Hickey were absent for the vote.  Motion approved. 

Item 10 b Discussion and Possible Vote to Approve Resolution #12-R-01 Supporting and Endorsing 

the Request of the Battlefield Fire Protection District for an Increase in its Tax Levy Rate by $0.25 

per $100 Assessed Valuation (April 2012 Election). 

Motion was made by Alderman Billings adopt and approve Resolution #12-R-01 as presented.  The motion 
was seconded by Alderman Anderson.  A roll call vote was taken and the vote was 3Ayes-Shawn Billings 
aye, Carolyn Poole aye, and Scott Anderson aye.  1 Nay-Stephen Esterline.  Aldermen Goldenberg and 
Hickey were absent for the vote.  Motion approved.  

Item 10 c Presentation by Ryan Nicholls, Director of Greene County Emergency Management 

Services. 

Mr. Ryan Nicholls, Director of the Greene County Emergency Management Services discussed the proposal 
with the Board they had been provided.  Mr. Nicholls is proposing to work with smaller municipalities 
within Greene County who do not have full-time emergency services programs already in place like 
Strafford, Willard and Battlefield.  Mr. Nicholls explained all the services they could provide and that they 
would need an annual fee from these cities to fund the position that would be created to write the 
Emergency Operations Plan for the City, make the City NIMS compliant, provide training for Staff, the 
Board, and conduct exercises.  Mr. Nicholls stated the city could designate a liaison with the City.  Mr. 
Nicholls noted an annual FEMA grant is available that could help the City fund these fees and the deadline 
is next week. Mr. Nicholls stated he would be willing to assist the City with this grant application to meet 
the deadline.  Mr. Nicholls related the funding had been provided to Strafford and Willard with the funding 
which covers 50 % of EMA related costs. Alderman Anderson asked for some clarification on the work 
done by the County and if this would be a continuing project.  Mr. Nicholls replied the need is constant and 
the information is changing and therefore needs to be updated.  Mr. Nicholls explained he started forming 
the proposal in December to consider presenting to Battlefield, Stafford, and Willard. 

Item 10 d Discussion and Possible Vote to Approve Agreement with Greene County Emergency 

Management for the City of Battlefield for Pre-Disaster Mitigation and Preparedness Services, and to 

Authorize City Administrator and/or Mayor to sign the contract with Greene County Office of 

Emergency Management. 

Discussion followed on making this decision at this time and it was noted a contract would need to be 
provided and then reviewed by the Board and the City Attorney.  Motion was made by Alderman Billings to 
confirm the interest on the part of the Board of Aldermen in entering into an agreement with Greene County 
Emergency Management for the City of Battlefield for Pre-Disaster Mitigation and Preparedness Services, 
and to provide the contract for the Board of Aldermen to review.  Motion was seconded by Alderman 
Poole.  A roll call vote was taken and the vote was 3 ayes-Scott Anderson aye, Carolyn Poole and Shawn 
Billings.  1 Nay-Stephen Esterline.  Alderman Goldenberg and Hickey were absent for the vote.  Motion 
approved.  
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Motion was made by Alderman Billings to approve of the submittal of the Grant for FEMA funding as 
assisted by Greene County on behalf of the City of Battlefield and to authorize the signature of such 
document by either the Mayor or City Administrator to meet the deadline.  The motion was seconded by 
Poole.  A roll call vote was taken and the vote was 3 ayes-Shawn Billings aye, Carolyn Poole aye, and Scott 
Anderson aye.  1 Nay-Stephen Esterline.  Alderman Goldenberg and Hickey were absent for the vote.  
Motion approved.  

Item 10 e Discussion and Possible Vote to Affirm Mayor’s appointment of Emergency 

Management Coordinator between Greene County and the City. 

Mayor Kruse noted that currently the City has an Emergency Management Director who is a volunteer and 
his name is Randall Moody.  Mayor Kruse stated since the agreement has not been approved he will be in 
touch with Mr. Moody to discuss the needs of the City between now and the next meeting on this issue.  

Item 10 f Discussion of Quarterly Report from Parks Advisory Chairman Robert Groves. 

Mayor thanked Mr. Groves for providing the Board with an update and for his work with the Parks 
Advisory Board.  Mr. Groves gave an overview of the most recent events including July 4th, Halloween 
Haunt, and Santa in the City.  Mr. Groves noted the Board is already in discussion of next year’s events.  
Mr. Groves noted this spring the City will have another Tree Giveaway for citizens and are looking at ways 
on streamlining the system.  Mr. Groves informed the Board the City’s Parks Board would be holding its 
first Easter adventure and the eggs have been ordered. Mr. Groves stated the egg hunt would be held in the 
Park with age divisions and possibly a pancake and sausage breakfast would be held too.  Mr. Groves noted 
the goal for this year’s July 4th event will be to double the number of vendors and services offered to 
attendees. 

Item 10 g Discussion and Possible Vote to Approve Disposal of Old Traffic Signs by Sales to 

General Public. 

City Administrator Rick Hess explained to the Board he had found where the City could sell the old city 
signs to the public instead of recycling or salvaging the signs.  Mr. Hess stated the monies generated would 
help defray the cost of replacing the City Signs of which a recent federal mandate made cities have to 
replace all city street signs.  City Attorney Jim Kelly suggested the city keep good receipts to acknowledge 
those citizens who purchased signs, so they would have verification the signs were not stolen.  Mr. Hess 
noted the price ranges for the signs would range for smaller signs at $5 and for larger signs at $15.  Mr. 
Hess noted he would place a note in the next newsletter outlining the sales of the old signs to citizens.  
Motion was made by Alderman Esterline to approve the disposal of Old Traffic Signs by sales to the 
General Public.  Motion was seconded by Alderman Poole.  A roll call vote was taken and the vote was 4 
ayes-Scott Anderson aye, Carolyn Poole aye, Shawn Billings aye, and Stephen Esterline aye.  0 Nays.  
Motion approved. 

Item 10 h Discussion and Possible Vote to Affirm Mayor’s re-appointment of Boyce Derossett, Jean 

Twitty, and Vicki Hutcheson to the TIF Committee for a term of four years each.  

Mayor Kruse asked the Board to affirm his recommendation to re-appoint Boyce Derossett, Jean Twitty, 
and Vicki Hutcheson to the TIF Committee for a term of four years each.  Motion was made by Alderman 
Esterline to affirm the Mayor’s re-appointment of Boyce Derossett, Jean Twitty, and Vicki Hutcheson to the 
TIF Committee for a term of four years each. Motion was seconded by Alderman Billings.  A roll call vote 
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was taken and the vote was 4 ayes-Stephen Esterline aye, Shawn Billings aye, Carolyn Poole aye, and Scott 
Anderson aye.  0 Nays.  Aldermen Goldenberg and Hickey were absent for the vote.  Motion approved.  

 

Item 10 i Discussion and Possible Vote to Authorize Access to the Safety Deposit Box at Empire 

Bank for Mayor Aaron Kruse, City Clerk Beth Anne West and City Administrator Rick Hess. 

Mayor Kruse stated that he understood the list for access to the Safety Deposit at Empire Bank was 
outdated and the Mayor, City Clerk and City Administrator would need to be added to the list.  Motion was 
made by Alderman Billings to Authorize Access to the Safety Deposit Box at Empire Bank for Mayor 
Aaron Kruse, City Clerk Beth Anne West and City Administrator Rick Hess. Motion was seconded by 
Alderman Anderson.  A roll call vote was taken and the vote was 4 ayes-Scott Anderson aye, Carolyn Poole 
aye, Shawn Billings aye and Stephen Esterline aye.  0 Nays.  Alderman Goldenberg and Hickey were 
absent for the vote.  Motion approved.   

 

Item 10 j Discussion and Possible Vote to Approve Transfer of Funds from the General Fund 

Account to the Tax Increment Financing (TIF) Account (PILOTS) for Property Taxes received from 

Greene County and to Direct City Clerk to Complete the Transfer  

City Administrator Rick Hess noted this year the funds from Greene County were supposed to be 
distributed to the City’s Payment in Lieu of Taxes account which did not occur and instead was disbursed to 
the taxing districts instead.  Mr. Hess explained this meant the taxes the City received related to the TIF 
needed to be disbursed to the Developer as per the TIF plan.  Mr. Hess stated a transfer would need to be 
made from the General Fund in order to write a check to the developer from the PILOTS bank account.  
Motion was made by Alderman Billings to approve the Transfer of Funds from the General Fund Account 
to the Tax Increment Financing (TIF) Account (PILOTS) for Property Taxes received from Greene County 
and to Direct City Clerk to Complete the Transfer.  Motion was seconded by Alderman Anderson.  A roll 
call vote was taken and the vote was 4 ayes-Stephen Esterline aye, Shawn Billings aye, Carolyn Poole aye, 
and Scott Anderson aye.  0 Nays.  Alderman Goldenberg and Hickey were absent for the vote.  Motion 
approved.   

Item 10 k Discussion and Possible to Vote to Accept Resignation of Bernadette Losh from the 

EDC Committee. 

Mayor Kruse noted Bernadette Losh had provided notice to her wish to resign from the EDC Committee 
and he would need a motion to take such action.  Motion was made by Alderman Billings to Accept 
Resignation of Bernadette Losh from the EDC Committee.  Motion was seconded by Alderman Esterline.  
A roll call vote was taken and the vote was 4 ayes-Scott Anderson aye, Carolyn Poole aye, Shawn Billings 
aye, and Stephen Esterline aye.  0 Nays.  Alderman Goldenberg and Hickey were absent for the vote.  
Motion approved.   
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Item 11  Adjournment 

Motion was made by Alderman Poole to adjourn the meeting at 8:35 p.m.  The motion was seconded by 
Alderman Billings.  A roll call vote was taken and the vote was 4 Ayes-Stephen Esterline aye, Shawn 
Billings aye, Carolyn Poole aye, and Scott Anderson aye.  0 Nays.  Aldermen Goldenberg and Hickey were 
absent for the vote.  Motion passed.  The meeting adjourned at 8:35 p.m.  
 
 

_________________________Mayor Aaron Kruse  _________________Date 
 
 
ATTEST:  
 
______________________________City Clerk   __________________Date 
 
 
Reading and Vote to Approve Minutes:  
 
 
 
Minutes Approved:   

 


